
We kindly invite you to share your most recent project with us. We’re excited to see your work  
and highlight its unique qualities. By submitting, you help us showcase inspiring designs  
to the IAKS audience of experts. We look forward to publishing your project!

Please send us the following documents and information:

Visual materials
Photos:
•  High-res exterior and interior photos of the facility, 
     both static shots and images showcasing it during operations
•  Please note that we can only publish photos where you grant us  
      the photo credits

Drawings/plans/renderings:
•  High-res site plan(s), ground plan(s), and section(s).

Project text
To present your project in the best possible way, we kindly ask for  
a description of 800 to 1,000 words.  
Your project text may deal with aspects such as:

•  Project goal and programming 
•  Architectural and technical aspects
•  Sustainability
•  Operational concept and practice

We are looking forward to your submission! 
Let’s get your project featured in ‘sb‘!

CONTACTS
Maximilian Rosenau
Marketing & Account Management
rosenau@iaks.sport 
+49(0)221 168023-13

Silke Baltzer
Marketing & Account Management
baltzer@iaks.sport
+49(0)221 168023-11

YOUR PROJECT PUBLISHED IN SB
sb www.iaks.sport

International magazine for sports, leisure and recreational facilities
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Ready for take-off 
Rathmines Youth Hub 

The design of the Rathmines Youth Hub by Convic thoughtfully integrates and pays  homage 

to the heritage significance of the former Royal Australian Air Force‘s primary flying boat 

 facility. Now a recreation destination with skatepark, pump track, multi-use court, and 

 shared pathways, the Rathmines Youth Hub is a place for everyone. Its multi-purpose lay-

out, beginner-friendly zones, and social spaces make it more accessible to girls, women, and 

families.

OPENING: OCTOBER 2024

Location
Rathmines, Australia

Client / operator 
Lake Macquarie City 

Project team
Landscape Architect & Skatepark Design – CONVIC 

Construction Skatepark – CONVIC, www.convic.com  

Construction Pump Track – Velosolutions. www.velosolutions.com 

Construction costs
AUD 1.8 million (EUR 1 million)
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A site of considerable historical importance 

The design of the Rathmines Youth Hub thoughtfully integrates 

and pays homage to the heritage significance of the Rathmines 

Park Seaplane Base, a site of considerable historical importance. 

Established in 1939, the base served as the Royal Australian Air 

Force‘s primary flying boat facility during World War II and is 

recognized on the New South Wales State Heritage Register. 

While traditional public space serves an important role in com-

munities across the country, youth spaces offer broader benefits 

that cater to a wider age range, promote social inclusion, and 

encourage long-term engagement in outdoor activities. The 

Rathmines Youth Hub distinguishes itself from traditional parks 

and open spaces through its comprehensive design, diverse 

features, and use of durable materials, reflecting leading prac­

tices in recreational infrastructure.

Robust materials including concrete, steel and granite have been 

utilised within the skatepark design to minimise maintenance 

and maximise durability to withstand high impact skatepark use. 

This robust materiality maximises life cycle with an expected life 

span of 25+ years and a much lower life cycle cost than tradi-

tional play spaces with minimal maintenance required annually.
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The Rathmines Youth Hub is a vital project that 

exemplifies collaboration between local and state 

authorities to create a recreational space that 

ben efits youth and the wider community. Its sig-

nificance extends beyond Rathmines, serving as a 

model for inclusive and engaging youth recreation 

spaces across New South Wales (NSW). It demon-

strates best practices in careful design choices re-

sult in vibrant community spaces while ensuring 

impact on significant heritage infrastructure is 

minimal and sets an example for similar initiatives 

across Australia to follow.
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Design echoes the military structures
Rathmines Park holds historical significance as a former RAAF 

base for Catalina flying boats, operating 168 flights between 

1941 and 1950. Recognized for its WWII heritage, the site was 

listed by Heritage NSW in 2005.To honour the site’s history, Convic integrated supergraphics re-

sembling model airplane kits referencing the site‘s aviation her-

itage. The geometric layout is inspired by former army barracks 

so that the design echoes the military structures once present.

These elements ensure the hub serves as both a recreational 

space and a tribute to Rathmines’ historical significance. The inte-

gration of green spaces and scenic views of Lake Macquarie fur-

ther enhances the hub‘s appeal while preserving heritage-listed 

trees and sightlines to key buildings. Sustainable features, such as 

environmentally friendly materials and energy­efficient lighting, 

reflect the city’s commitment to environmental responsibility.

Perseverance, creativity, and self-expression

Beyond physical activity, the Youth Hub promotes learning, 

sensory engagement, and skill-building. The active play areas 

develop balance, coordination, and motor skills in young chil-

dren, while the skatepark fosters perseverance, creativity, and 

self-expression. The multi-use court encourages teamwork and 

strategic thinking, further supporting youth development.
Incorporating inclusive design principles, the Youth Hub addres-

ses social drivers impacting gender equity in public spaces. Fea-

tures like beginner-friendly zones, open sightlines, and acces-

sible pathways promote safety and belonging, particularly for 

girls, women, and families. Community engagement through out 

the design process fostered a sense of ownership, ensuring di-

verse groups feel welcome.The delivery of the Youth Hub has played a key role in creating 

a more inclusive Rathmines Park precinct. Rather than attracting 

anti-social behaviour, the space fosters a sense of community, 

contributing to healthier and more liveable neighbourhoods. 

Unlike traditional sports infrastructure, the hub offers both 

structured activities and flexible spaces, encouraging imaginati-

ve use. Users can showcase their skills, express themselves, and 

build real-world friendships.

Intergenerational appealThe hub’s success was driven by a well-planned, inclusive com-

munity engagement process. Lake Macquarie City Council and 

Convic employed diverse consultation methods to ensure the 

project met local needs while aligning with broader urban plan-

ning strategies. This inclusive dialogue resulted in a high-quality 

recreational space valued by the community.The project was supported by multiple funding sources, high-

lighting its significance across all levels. Funding was provided 

by the NSW Government through the ‘Everyone Can Play‘ and 

‘Resources for Regions‘ grant programs, as well as development 

contributions collected by the council.Author: CONVICPhotos: Adam Scarf, Lake Macquarie Council


